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reference has already been made to the slur cast upon Falk-
land's memory by the oft-quoted story which we owe to
Whitelocke. Whitelocke obviously wrote without malice,
as the full text of the passage proves : <c The lord Falkland,
secretary of state, in the morning of the fight called for a
clean shirt, and being asked the reason of it, answered, that
if he were slain in the battle they should not find his body
in foul linen. Being dissuaded by his friends to go into
the fight, as having no call to it, and being no military officer,
he said he was weary of the times, and forsaw much misery
to his own country, and did believe he should be out of it
ere night, and could not be persuaded to the contrary, but
would enter into the battle, and was there slain. His
death was much lamented by all that knew him, or heard
of him; being a gentleman of great parts, ingenuity, and
honour, courteous and just to all, and a passionate pro-
moter of all endeavours of peace betwixt the king and
parliament."l

In Aubrey's account, on the other hand, there is the
unmistakable touch of the malevolent gossip. " At the
fight of Newbury my Lord Falkland being there and having
nothing to do, to chardge; as the 2 armies were engaging
rode in like a madman (as he was) between them and was,
(as he needs must be) shott. Some that were your super-
fine discoursing politicians and fine gent, would needs have
the reason of this mad action of throwing away his life so,
to be his discontent for the unfortunate advice given to his
master "2 in regard to the siege of Gloucester. Aubrey,
however, with the true information always at the command
of the professional scandal-monger, attributes the suicide, as
we have seen,3 to Falkland's infatuation for Mrs. Moray and
his grief at her death.

1 Whitelocke, Memorials, 73, 74.

2J3w/Lives, ii., 315.       3 Cf, supra, p. 16. Money, 52.among the foot, calling, horse!
